The Northumbria Community

The community lives on a rented farm.  Several buildings connect to a tall defense tower built during the Middle Ages.

The mother house is in a very rural area.  At night one can hear no traffic at all.  

The community itself wants to remain somewhat anonymous.  The BBC wanted to do a 1-hour feature on the community, but they prayerfully declined.  

Northumbria produces cards, tapes and books but does not advertise itself.  They are best known for their book of worship and readings, “Celtic Daily Prayer”.  

This is a monastic community, but 95% are dispersed around the world.

On site one will find some colorful characters and those who have gone through the struggles of life.

One of the community members works at a McDonald’s some miles away.  One is a widow.  Another is an ordained itinerant storyteller.

They have found acceptance here.  They have found a modest place to live together.  They live out obedience to a rule of availability and vulnerability.  

They welcome individuals and groups but their old buildings are not designed to be a motel or B&B.

Their noontime service is designed to be said by dispersed members during the time that water for tea comes to a boil.

Those on site worship at 9:30 am, noon, 7:15 pm and 9:30 pm.

Daily, they encourage the 4 times of prayer, 1 hour of spiritual reading,  4-6 hours of work and 2 hours of putzing / relaxing.

Some who visit the community seeking “super spirituality” find that there is not a lot of “God talk”.  The response: “If you live out the gospel, you don’t need to talk so much about God.”
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