Pilgrimage

Pilgrimage

  Pilgrimage has been called the most distinctive theme in Celtic-Christianity.  In the Old Testament, God called Abraham from his comfortable life in Iraq.  Moses told Pharaoh, “We are moving out.”  Jesus had a 40-day desert pilgrimage.  We Christians are called to follow Jesus.  The church is to be an exiled colony from Heaven, Philippians 3:20.  In the early centuries, followers went to the desert to take on the devil.  In the Middle Ages, pilgrimage was really popular.  

  Reasons back then included:

1. Rove for healing

2. Renunciate profane actions

3. Release from purgatory, hopefully

4. Rewarded by “Merit”

5. Respite from day-to-day drudgery

6. Retreat

7.   Receive a new call from God

The Protestant reformers banned pilgrimages because of the merit system.  On our pilgrimages, we go to some of the loneliest places in Europe.  We walk a lot in rugged places.  This is “muscular” Christianity.  We feel sustained by God’s prevenient grace, the prayers of friends back home and our new friends, and by the sacraments.

  This poem sums it up well:


I want to travel in patterns of God’s making


Knowing my destiny but not my destination

When life here ends


In Christ, it has just begun.

God is calling you out too!

