Interest in all things Celtic has been Booming!

Interest in all things Celtic has been booming.  Celtic books and music are popular.  Riverdance toured the country.  Celtic style weddings abound.  Some teens dress in ‘Goth’ (black).  There is a renewed romantic nostalgia about Renaissance Fairs, King Arthur and the Holy Grail.

The Old Pagan Religion.  Very little is know of the Celtic Old Pagan Religion.  Druids didn’t write things down.  Then and now, witchcraft (black and white) and Shamanism seek control by drawing power from the earth and from the spiritual realm of darkness.  While it is growing in popularity, it is dangerous.

New Age Spirituality.  A growing mix of people pursue the novel, the exotically ancient and the “hairy fairy”.  They shop the supermarket of spirituality and pick up what fits for the moment.  It is informal, experimental, subjective, self-focused and seeks oneness and peace.  It is non-judgmental except toward orthodox Christianity with a high view of Jesus as Lord, and perhaps strong monotheism.  It can be earth centered but seeks Spirit guides (which I view as skilled demons).

Celtic Spirituality.  As a form of the New Age quest, J.R.R. Tolkien, author of The Lord of the Rings, said that the term Celtic was a “magic bag into which anything may be put and out of which almost anything may come…”  So, this modern paganism is a form of the “New Age” quest.  They celebrate solstices, equinoxes and February 2, May Day, August 1 and Halloween, which is their new year.

Celtic Christianity.  Celtic Christianity flourished in the British Isles from about 400 to 1,000 AD.  In 664 at the Synod of Whitby, England, the king gave his patronage to the leadership in Rome and their monastic hair-style and their date of Easter.  But the Celtic monks in the North continued to live much as before.  Often Celtic Christianity is explained as the opposite of the worst features of Dark Ages Roman Catholicism.

Roman




Celtic

Hierarchical




Collegial

Centralized




Individualistic

Inflexible




Tolerant

Demands Uniformity



Fiercely Independent

Complex




Simple

Transcendent God (far off)


Immanent God (close)

Original Sin




Original Goodness Continues

Males over Females



Equality of Genders

Body Denigrated



Body/Sexuality promoted

Worship Indoors



Worship out in Nature

Control the Land



Free the Land

While some examples can be found, the above is overly simplistic and a grave distortion of history.  The best scholarship today shows that there was no “Celtic Christianity”.  It was quite orthodox with Rome, and had a strong monastery base with a few twists which fit their situation.

A Post-Christian Pagan Culture.  Like the Celtic Christians among a pagan barbarian hoard, we face a great opportunity.  The U.S.A. is now the third largest mission field of “unchurched” people.  Many are ‘immunized’ against the church because of so much sub-standard Christianity.  Most are ‘ignostics’ who simply don’t know much about real Biblical facts and faith.  For many, life is out of control due to burnout, financial overload, chemical imbalances, poor decisions or the wrong god, which saps their strength and are a way of death.

